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Tips from Quilter’s Eden 

It is always good to know what your long armer likes! 

 

Please attach a note to your quilt with this important information: 

 Your name 

 Your phone number 

 The dimensions of the quilt 

 Indicate which edge is the top of quilt and the backing, 

when that is important 

 

Things to do to prepare your quilt and backing for the long armer: 

 Press all seams flat – remember to press from the front of the quilt top also to prevent 

overlap in the seams. 

 Backing needs to be 4” larger than your quilt top on all four sides. Square up backing – 

there shouldn’t be any uneven edges. It is a good idea to press out any wrinkles. 

 Square up your quilt – measurements should be equal at edge, middle and other edge 

from top to bottom and also from side to side.     

 If edges are bias or if there are a lot of edge seams it is a good idea to run a stitch around 

the entire quilt top about 1/8
th

 inch from edge to secure those seams and edges so they do 

not stretch or split open. Take care not to stretch bias when doing this. 

 Remove any embellishments such as buttons.   

 Check for and repair any skinny seams or open seams. Clip away (do not pull) any long 

threads. 

 Make sure your project is free of stains or pet hair! 

 Bed sheets do not make desirable backings.   Due to their dense thread count, the needle 

might puncture threads in the backing, causing frays in the sheet over time and eventually 

the batting may beard through.  This is not the fault of the long armer or machine. 
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